BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Poetry. 



OUB EXAMFLE. 

JOHM KSBLS. 

We ecatter «seda with cardeu hand, 
Aod dresm «e ne'er shall Me them morè 
Bnt ïor m thousaod year» 

Their fruit appears, 
lo weech ttut mar the land, 
Oi heatthful store 
r 
The deedt we do, tha words we »ay - 
Into still *ir they seetn to fleet, 
Weeouot them ever paït ; 

But they sbalt lut, 
la the dread jndgment they 
And we shall meet ! 

I charge thee by the years gone by. 
Por «h« love's sake of brethren dear. 
Keep thou the one truc way 

Irrwork and play. 
Lest in that world their cry 
Of woe thou bear ! 


Book and Tract Work. 


THE LOED AID THE PENNIES, 
ít has been aptly said, that, as a rule, 
Christian people aave their pennies "for 
the Lord and the organ-grinders." No 
doubt pennies are used to a large extent in 
small trartsactions Qutside of charity and 
worship. But it is past question that they 
are largely used in the "worship and work 
of the Lord." Now we do not despise a 
penny when it is consecrated to God, 
and repre sents the ability of the giver ; 
but we are profoundly assured that there 
is no proper relation between the mass of 
pennies wttich find their way into the <>f- 
fering plates and the well-dressed wor- 
shipers from whose ample hands they 
are dropped into the plates. From & lit 
tle child, and from the hands of the poor, 
a penny may have some significance as an 
act of worship ; but from the hands of an 
able-bodied man, a well-dressed woraan, 
a young man with a silver headed cane 
and gold watch, who hai just thrown 
away the siubb of a cigar, or the end of a 
cigarette, a penny dropped into the offer- 
ing plate is an abomination in the sight of 
God and man. ' Vet the number of those 
who contribute a penny on the Sabbath 
day to the '"worship and work" of Christ, 
is in excess of those who contribute morè 
than that sura. We have been at some 
pains to verify this statement by a careful 
inquiry into the facts as shown by the 
collections taken in various churches and 
religions assemblies. 

The instinct of meanness is morè apt to 
show itself in connection with a church 
collection than in any other pla ce. There 
are men who will almost quarrel with a 
neighbor for the privüege of paying bis 
cir f*re* who will press a friend to acoept 


a cigar, or some other courtesy of like 
value, who will persistently select the 
pennies from the other loose change in 
their pocket in order to put them in the 
collection plate, and these are not "world- 
ly" men, but professing Christians. There 
are scores and hundreds of young men 
who spend from ten to twenty-five cents 
every day for cigarettes and cigars, who 
never think of putting inore than a penny 
into the weekly collection plate. There 
are men who are not considered rnean or 
illiberal in other things, who are careful 
that their children are sent off to Sunday- 
school, and are equally careful to see that 
each little "tot" is duly provided with a 
"penny." To furnish them with a penny t 
every other coín in the pocket will be 
scratched over till a sufficient number are 
found. It never seems to have suggested 
itself to the man that a ten cent piece, or 
at least a nickel, might answer as well as 
a penny. A penny seems to represent 
the idea of worship to their tninds, and 
perhaps their hearts, better thin any oth- 
er piece of money. Out of a thousand 
pieces of money offered on the Lord's 
day, in a well known church, somewhat 
famous for its activity, morè than half the 
number is sure to be pennies. It is true 
that the larger proportion comes from the 
evening congregation, who are welcome 
to occupy the pews and seats put at their 
disposal without reserve, and which they 
are not slow to accept. Nevertheless, a 
goodly part of them come from the regu- 
lar worshipers. 

It has long been a bafning question to 
us why it is that this streak of meanness 
comes out of inen and women so habitual- 
ly in connection with the service of God's 
house? Dollars for personal pleasure, 
little extravagances and indulgences, and 
pennies and nickels for God. Surely it 
must be either that the heart is closcd 
with ingratitude, or else it is puré (bad) 
hàbit and thonghtlessness, 

It may be well to raise the question as 
to the meaning of the collection in oiir 
churches, and with what spirit and intent 
does the offerer give his penny or his 
pound ? There are two thoughts involved 
in a church collection ; or shall we say 
two motives? One is, that the públic 
worship of God may be maintained and 
the benovelent work of the church carried 
forward. The other is, that an offering 
of money is a method of expressing 
thanksgiving to God for his abundant 
merdes, especially his abounding and 
continuous temporal marcies. Men and 
women are not asked to contribute their 
money on the same principle that they are 
deraanded tg pay their money upon en- 
tering a place of amusemetit or in consid- 
eration of service rendered, of goods de- 


livered. The offerings roade in the house 
of God are supposed to be "free will of- 
ferings," springing from a sense of relig- 
ions obligation or gratitude. 

Let us first conslder the offering as rep- 
resenttng the obligation resting on nien to 
support the cause of Christ, and the ben- 
evolent work of the church. Is it possi- 
ble that that obligation can be measured 
and confessed by a petmy ? We speak 
now of the average church -goer's ability. 
Nor do we forget ihat many of the offer- 
ers are among the number who have hired 
seats and thus contribute to the support 
of the church. But, after all is said and 
done in that direction, can it be said in 
fairness that a penny does represent an 
honorable portion of obligation ? If this 
obligation does not imply something morè 
than that which a penny represents, we 
must be mistaken as to the general char- 
acter and worth of Christianity. 

But, in the second place, the offerings 
on the Sabbath day ought to represent a 
worshipful sense of thanksgiving to God 
for all his goodness to us in temporal as 
well as in spiritual things. Is it conceiv- 
able that a man who is thankful at all can 
give expression of his thanksgiving by sel- 
ecting a penny out of his loose change, 
and deliberately offering that to God? 
We are not speaking of poor widows or 
little children who are dependent upon 
others to give them their pennies, but of 
the average church-goer. The man who 
comes to churcn with a $5.00 hat on his 
head, with from $50.00 to $150.00 worth 
of clothes on his back, with a gold watch 
and chain in his vest ; the woman with a 
$10.00 bonnet on her head, a $150.00 
seal-skin sack on her back, and clothes be* 
sides, representingfrom $50.00 to $200.00 ; 
the young man who spends from $1.00 to 
$5.00 per week at the theater, or other 
entertainments, who sports a gold or sil- 
ver-headed cane, and encases his hands in 
kid gloves and ribbons, jewels of gold and 
jewelsof silver, is a creature fair and love- 
ly to look at, and who, no doubt, takes 


delight in being seen in fi ne array at the 
church services— these are the people who 
pour out the pennies (one at a tirae) into 
the collection plates. What does it rnean ? 
If it is the offering of an unbeliever, who 
does not recognize obligation and has 
nothing to be thankful for, but only does 
it because he is ashamed to have the plate 
pass him, well and good ; and equally well 
and a<en better than good, if he gave noth- 
ing ; but, if it is the offering of a Chris- 
tian man or woman, who has been bought 
with the priceless blood of Christ, and ia 
intended to express obligation or thanks- 
giving, then God belp these robbers and 
mockera who rob and mock God with 
their pennies. 


